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Prospective high
school students and
their families spend
President’s Day
visiting Marshall
University. Green and
White Day included
a welcome from the
university President
Stephen Kopp, a tour
of campus, meeting
current students,
faculty and staff
and lunch in Harless
Dining Hall.

TYLER KES | THE PARTHENON

Dinner to honor donors set for Friday
BY BRITTANEE BARTON
THE PARTHENON

Huntington became home
to Matt James after he involved himself in student
organizations his freshman
year at Marshall University.
He will have the opportunity to thank the donors who
made his scholarship money
possible Friday.
James, now a Marshall
graduate and current student resource specialist, is
the keynote speaker of the
Dean’s Dinner Theatre.
“The overall message I
would like to leave with the
donors is that you’re donating your money to a good
cause,” James said. “You’re
helping students achieve
their dreams here — they’re
following their passions.
Thank you for giving, and
please continue to give because your money is at
work.”
The Dean’s Dinner Theatre, organized by the Office
of Academic Affairs and
Marshall’s deans, aims to
appreciate university donors for their time and funds
donated to Marshall. The
annual event will take place
Friday.
Frances Hensley, associate
vice president for academic

affairs, said this event focuses on the appreciation of
donors, not fundraising.
“For one thing, we want
donors to know how much
we appreciate them,” Hensley said. “So we were trying
to find a way to bring them in
and convey to them our appreciation for what they do.”
Donors are invited to
campus for a dinner, which
is followed by a short program and ends with a play
“Proof.”
Hensley said the evening
always ends with a university
production to showcase the
work of Marshall students.
The program following dinner has three parts. Provost
Gayle Ormiston will thank
the donors and inform them
about opportunities that have
become realities as a result of
their donations. The keynote
speaker will follow. Last, a
video featuring three current students thanks the
donors by recalling specific
experiences made possible
through donations.
The guest list is assembled
by each college. Each dean
has a table made up of donors who have supported the
college in some way, either by
making monetary donations

See DINNER I Page 5

Huntington Internal Medicine Group
informs community about vaccines
BY MOLLY URIAN
THE PARTHENON

The Huntington Internal Medicine Group hosted
an informational luncheon
discussing the need for
vaccinations and immunizations, the benefits and the
different types of vaccines
offered.
Community
members,
medical
students
and
nurses gathered Monday to
hear HIMG family practice
physician, Dr. Erica Barringer, and certified family
nurse practitioner, Rebecca
Conaway speak about vaccines and immunizations.
Barringer and Conaway see
patients in the HIMG Women’s Service Center.
Since the first vaccine, the
smallpox vaccine, was introduced in 1798, more than 200
vaccines have been created.
Barringer said even though
many vaccines are targeted
for younger and older patients, college students do
need certain vaccines and
immunizations.
“For all college students,
they should have been
vaccinated with the meningitis vaccine prior to
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Dr. Erica Barringer speaks to community members, medical students and nurses about Huntington’s need
for vaccinations and immunizations.
entering college, especially
those living in the dormitories,” Barringer said. “Most
colleges do have this as a requirement now.”
Barringer said the meningitis vaccine is important
for college students due to
the high mortality rate of
the illness.
“Meningitis has severe
morbidity and complications associated with it
because the bacteria excrete a very potent, lethal
endotoxin that causes a
severe systemic vascular
collapse,” Barringer said.

“People who live with this
illness have no peripheral circulation and have
multiple amputations — including feet and hands.”
“They should also have
had their vaccination status
for chicken pox updated,”
Barringer said. “Many
kids in the college age
group came around before
the varicella (chickenpox,)
vaccine was routinely recommended. Because we
don’t have chickenpox in
the community anymore,
they have not been exposed
in that realm, either.”
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Barringer said females
and males now need the
Gardisil injections to protect them from getting the
human papillomavirus.
Conaway said the human
papillomavirus is only
transmitted sexually.
“HPV is estimated now
in 80 percent of 18 to 25 year
olds and is the only known
cause of cervical cancer,”
Conaway said. “Individuals 18 to 25 years old are
recommended to receive the
three doses over a six month

See VACCINES I Page 5

page designed and edited by CRYSTAL MYERS
myers132@marshall.edu

C M Y K 50 INCH

2

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2012

| MARSHALLPARTHENON.COM

|

Obama’s lucrative fundraising trips criticized by opposition party
BY KATHLEEN HENNESSY AND
CHRISTI PARSONS
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)

EVERETT, Wash. – President Barack Obama spent
the better part of the last
week rubbing elbows with
the Hollywood and tech
industry A-list and being
serenaded by Grammy winners on an $8 million-plus
fundraising tour of the West
Coast that helps explain why
he is on track to set a record
for campaign donations this
year.
But as his motorcade
shut down several blocks
of traffic in one posh Orange County neighborhood,
a bystander expressed the
resentment that inevitably
trails a president on such a
purely political mission.
“That’s our money at
work,” the woman shouted
at the president’s 17-vehicle
procession.
And, indeed, Obama’s
fundraising success, $29
million in January, the campaign announced Friday,
relies heavily on the panoply
of presidential perquisites,
armored limousines, helicopters, Air Force One.
As presidents and their
campaigns are required to
do under federal election
rules, the Democrats will reimburse the government for
part of the cost of Obama’s
travel. They’ve handed over
more than $1.5 million so far
this election cycle.
But although that’s a considerable sum, it’s nowhere
near the actual cost of
transporting the leader of
the U.S. and all the people
and equipment that have to
move along with him.
A traveling White House
entails a huge team of advance workers, vehicles,
military and civilian personnel, as well as a vast
security network. The presidential plane, a modified
Boeing 747, costs at least
$57,000 per hour to operate,
the amount the Air Force
publicly estimated in 1998.
Under federal rules that
have been in force for decades,
the
president’s

KEN LAMBERT|SEATTLE TIMES (MCT)

President Barack Obama delivers remarks Friday at the Boeing 787 factory in Everett, Wash.
campaign reimburses the
government at a much lower
rate, the equivalent of the
commercial airfare for himself and any staff who are
traveling for fundraising or
other nonofficial work, as
well as their costs for food
and lodging.
Whichever party holds the
White House, it’s often hard
to tell what rankles the opposition party more: the
incalculable value of incumbency or the requirement
that they, as taxpayers, foot
part of the bill.
“It’s been one nonstop
campaign trip after another,” House Speaker John
A. Boehner, R-Ohio, complained this week when he
was at work in the Capitol
and Obama was headed to
the first of four fundraisers
of the day.
Obama’s fundraising blitz
demonstrated the problems
and the perks that come

with the office.
After waking up at the
Beverly Hilton Hotel on
Thursday, Obama didn’t
have to slog through the
snarl of morning traffic in
Los Angeles.
Instead, the president
was shuttled to a nearby
park where several helicopters were waiting for him,
his staff and the media that
trail him. What could have
been a two-hour trip to an
Orange County donor’s
oceanfront home took just
under 40 minutes.
That pace makes these
high-maintenance
trips
worth it. Taking account of
the time the president spent
at campaign events and en
route to them this week,
Obama was raising nearly
$6,000 per minute.
Obama had eight fundraisers on his schedule
before his return home
late Friday, with the money

divided between his campaign and the Democratic
National Committee. The
events included an appearance in Los Angeles with
the band Foo Fighters and
one in San Francisco with
singers Chris Connell and
Al Green.
Obama supporters note
that the other side also plans
to raise prodigious sums,
including hundreds of millions given to “super PACs”
that back GOP candidates.
And White House press secretary Jay Carney said the
president’s schedulers had
compressed as many fundraising events as possible
into the trip to minimize the
toll on the president’s time.
“The White House abides
by all of the rules that govern how campaign costs
are picked up by the campaign. And that’s absolutely
the case with this trip,”
Carney said. “There’s a

fairly complex process by
which campaign costs are
allocated.”
The basic rationale for
the allocation rules is that
presidents in the modern
age have no choice but to
live and travel in extreme
security. If a campaign had
to pay the full cost of any
nonofficial travel, presidents would be confined to
the White House, or would
simply find ways to deem
all of their travel “official.”
“We do it absolutely by the
book and in the same manner that President (George
W.) Bush did and President
Clinton did,” Carney said.
Of course, those presidents, too, faced criticism
from opponents who aimed
to portray them as shirking
official duties and wasting
tax dollars on campaignrelated travel.
Ronald Reagan was the
last president to have limited

personal involvement in reelection fundraising. Each
of the last four presidents
has headlined an increasing
number of money events,
scheduled ever earlier in the
presidential term.
George H.W. Bush hosted
his first re-election fundraiser a year before Election
Day, according to Brendan
Doherty, a Naval Academy
political scientist who studies presidential campaigns.
By contrast, the DNC started
paying for Obama’s political
travel in April of last year,
about 18 months out.
The dollar limits on contributions to candidates,
an individual can give
$2,500 for the primary campaign and $2,500 for the
general election, are small
relative to the costs of a
campaign, Doherty said.
That helps push candidates
to spend more and more
time fundraising.

Sea otters face a growing threat: Shark attacks
BY PAUL ROGERS

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS
(MCT)
SAN JOSE, Calif. — California’s sea otters have
struggled for years with diseases, parasites and even
the occasional collision with
boats. But now the fuzzy
coastal mascots are increasingly facing another threat:
Shark attacks.
For reasons still a mystery
to scientists, the number of
sea otters killed by sharks,
with great whites as the leading suspects, has soared in
recent years.
“It’s been very dramatic,”
said Tim Tinker, a Santa
Cruz-based wildlife biologist with the U.S. Geological
Survey. “It’s having the biggest impact on population
growth of any factor.”
In the mid-1990s, about
10 percent of the dead sea
otters found along the California coast had shark bites.
Today, it’s roughly 30 percent — and growing — to the
point where shark attacks
now represent the largest

hurdle to the otters’ recovery
from the endangered species
list.
Last year, 70 sea otters
bearing the telltale signs of
shark attacks washed ashore
between San Mateo County
and Santa Barbara.
Among the carcasses with
clear shark bite wounds,
some have teeth from white
sharks embedded in their
bodies. Others have scratch
patterns on bones that match
the serrated edges of white
shark teeth. Still others have
bite marks in the half-moon
pattern of shark jaws.
“We have found some that
have survived,” Tinker said.
“But I don’t think it’s a very
large percentage. I would
guess 80 to 90 percent of the
time it’s lethal.”
Nobody knows why sharks
seem to be killing otters
at rates greater than ever
recorded off California’s
central coast. Great whites
have never been filmed or
even confirmed to have eaten
an entire otter for food.
One leading theory, Tinker
said, is that the populations

of sea lions and elephant
seals — the marine mammals that white sharks
regularly eat — has grown
in recent decades, expanding
to new places. Sharks might
be changing their hunting
patterns and accidentally be
biting sea otters, mistaking
them for seals and sea lions,
and then leaving them to die.
“Is it because the sharks
are changing their behavior, or is there a change in
the number of sharks?”
said Mike Murray, staff veterinarian at the Monterey
Bay Aquarium. “Or is there
something wrong with the
otters? Are these otters sick
and maybe doing something
at the surface of the water
that attracts a predator?
Or are they unable to evade
predators?”
It’s difficult to say that
white shark numbers are increasing. Last year, the first
comprehensive study of the
number of white sharks off
the California coast estimated there are 219, fewer
than previously thought.
“We can’t say if it is going

A California sea otter basks under the sun in the Moss Landing Harbor.
up or down,” said Barbara
Block, shark expert and
Stanford marine biology
professor who helped write
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thepopulation study.
Block said other species
of sharks, including seven
gills and makos, might also

VERN FISHER | MONTEREY COUNTY HERALD

be attacking otters. She
said having a population of
See OTTER I Page 5
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FILE PHOTO

Players celebrate following the final goal at Sam Hood Field, an overtime shot against
Tulsa for the win. The Herd now moves on to its spring seasons, beginning March 3.

Herd will hit the pitch for
seven matches during spring
BY JOANIE BORDERS
THE PARTHENON

FILE PHOTO

Sophomore midfielder Michael Hayes receives a pass during the Herd’s
final home game in the fall.

Starting full-time practices, Marshall University’s
men’s soccer team prepares
for its spring season.
Seven matches have been
set for The Thundering
Herd’s spring season beginning with the University of
Dayton on March 3 in Dayton, Ohio.
Seniors Daniel Withrow
and Tom Jackson have set
their sights on a NCAA
Tournament and will be using this spring to prepare
for the fall season and a conference win.
“This spring season, I really expect us to work on
things and improve for this
fall,” Jackson said. “I expect
us to make it to the NCAA
tournament. A lot of the

players are still here from
last season. We’ve bonded
together and have a lot of
experience together.”
The Herd fall season concluded with a spot in the
conference tournament but
did not make it to the NCAA
Tournament. Coach Bob
Gray said the team got off to
a slow start this fall, but the
resilience of the players led
the team to an eight-game
winning streak, finishing
with the loss of several
close matches.
“There are a lot of close
games out there, and you
have to get on the up side
of those games,” Gray
said. “Our whole conference is tough, it is one of
the tougher conferences in
the country. We take each
match one at the time and
hope for the best.”

Players of the week
ANDI WILLIAMSON

The junior pitcher was named
C-USA Pitcher of the Week after a strong weekend on the
mound. Williamson racked up
a career-high 13 strikeouts in
the opening game of the College
of Charleston Cougar Classic.
On the weekend, the pitcher
amassed 19 K’s in 15.1 innings
while working toward a 0.91
earned run average. This was
the first Pitcher of the Week
honor for Williamson.

SHAY WEAVER

Weaver took home C-USA
Freshman of the Week honors,
following playing a key role in
the women’s basketball team’s
victories over Memphis and
UAB. Weaver averaged eight
points in the two-game stretch,
including two crucial threepointers in a late run against
UAB. The freshman shot 50 percent from the field in the two
games. This was Weaver’s first
freshman of the week award.

page designed and edited by JAKE SNYDER | snyder100@marshall.edu

With fall focusing on
conference matches, Withrow said this spring will
be spent working hard and
preparing for those games.
“Teams will be expecting
more from us,” Withrow
said “We’ve been flying under the radar the last couple
of years. It is time for us to
step up and take control of
this conference.”
Being exhibition matches,
the spring season does not
count towards the team’s
record, giving them an opportunity to prepare for fall.
“Spring semester is a fun
semester,” Gray said. “We
get a chance to look at a lot
of players who normally
would not play a lot.”
The Herd is also looking
forward to taking full advantage of its new facilities
scheduled to be ready by

2013. A $5.4 million facility
is being built where Veteran’s Memorial Field House
is currently located. As well
as a field for the team, the
facility will also have indoor practice facilities that
will benefit all Marshall
athletics.
“This season, we are
looking forward to being
competitive, for the group to
just continue to bond, work
hard on and off the field and
prepare everything for the
fall,” Gray said.
Bowling Green, Northern
Kentucky, Ohio Dominican,
University of Charleston,
James Madison and Davis
and Elkins are also teams
the Herd will face this
season.
Joanie Borders can be
contacted at borders9@
marshall.edu.

CORRECTION
In Monday’s edition of The
Parthenon, it was reported
that the Marshall softball team went 3-1 during
the College of Charleston
Cougar Classic, gaining
victories over Charleston
Southern, Akron and Morehead State. While the Herd
did record wins over Akron
and Morehead State, the
team suffered a 3-2 loss to
Charleston Southern on
Friday to finish 2-2 on the
weekend. The final game
of the weekend –– a Sunday
matchup against the College of Charleston –– was
cancelled due to rain.
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EDITORIAL

ABOUT US

The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is
published by students Mondays through Fridays during the regular
semesters, and weekly Thursdays during the summer.
The editorial staff is responsible for news and editorial content.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

New anti-grafitti law is too harsh
on individuals it takes aim at
The West Virginia Senate passed a bill that severely increases the punishment an individual can receive if found
guilty defacing public property, last week. A person can
now receive a fine of up to a $10,000 fine and three years
in jail for the defacing of property. The difference between
this bill and the city ordinances already in existence is this
bill seeks to make laws against graffiti on a state-wide level,
rather than allowing cities to have their own ordinances
on graffiti.
Sponsoring the bill (Senate Bill 408) is Sen. Evan Jenkins (D-Cabell) and Sen. Bob Plymale (D-Wayne). The
question of stricter enforcement on graffiti is not the issue
with this, rather it is the idea that this new law is too punitive in its nature.
Individuals found guilty of a first offense can now –– if
the property damage is less than $1,000 –– receive up to
six months in jail and up to $1,000 in fines. On a second
offense a guilty individual can pay up to $2,000 in fines
and serve up to six months in jail. For a third offense conviction, an individual can ,if the property damage is more
than $1,000, receive up to six months in jail and a maximum fine of $10,000. This same punishment would also

apply to any individual committing more than $1,000 in
damages to public property, no matter how many previous
offenses.
Now, objectively, don’t these punishments seem a bit
much for, essentially, an act of petty vandalism? Granted, the punishment will also be codependent upon the
number of previous offenses an individual has, but still,
$10,000 in fines and a half a year in jail? And to enforce
this on a state level seems a bit much. Cities should create their own ordinances to deal with what they see as a
graffiti problem, rather than have it enforced by statute.
It is true that tax dollars are spent to repair the damages
caused by graffiti artists, but taxpayer money is also spend
to have these people incarcerated.
Do we want graffiti artists in the same jail as other
criminals that have performed crimes with involving a victim? Considering how many people are currently locked
up for nonviolent, victimless crimes, we would think not.
Possibly more community-oriented methods of rehabilitation (such as cleaning off graffiti for example) rather than
jail would serve everyone better than having another body
incarcerated.

POLITICAL CARTOON

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

COLUMN

In Iraq, occupation
by another name
BY ADIL E. SHAMOO
THE BALTIMORE SUN
(MCT)

Two recent reports last
week in The New York
Times and The Washington Post illustrate United
States intentions in Iraq.
What they reveal is that despite the heralded “end” of
U.S. participation in the war
there, U.S. policy continues
to depend on our security
apparatus to influence Iraq,
at the expense of Iraqis’
sovereignty and dignity.
The Times report informed us the U.S. State
Department decided to cut
the U.S. embassy staff by
50 percent from its current
16,000 personnel. This is a
good decision. The reason
given for the decision is to
reduce the American footprint in Iraq with the hope
of reducing Iraqi hostility
toward evident remnants of
occupation.
The second report, in
the Post, informs us the
U.S. is significantly ramping up the number of CIA
personnel and covert special operations forces in
order to make up for reducing the American military
and diplomatic footprint.
These added covert personnel will be distributed in
safe houses in urban centers all across the country.
This represents a new way
to exert U.S. power, but it is
betting on the Iraqis not noticing the increased covert
personnel. Really? This is a
bad decision. It contradicts
the reasons for the decision
to reduce embassy staff.
The Iraqis have suffered
for nine years as a result
of the U.S. invasion and occupation. The economic,
educational and political
systems in Iraq have been
destroyed.
Sectarianism,
contrary to the belief of
many in the U.S., has become the order of the day

since the invasion. Animosity toward the U.S. is on the
rise. Our projects in Iraq
function to serve our interests, such as building and
training security forces to
keep the Iraqis in check. We
have made sure Iraq, for
the foreseeable future, will
depend on us for security
equipment and spare parts,
heavy industrial machinery
and banking. We built Iraq’s
security forces but made
sure it has no air force. And
the half-hearted democracy
we built is a shambles.
Iraqis can tell the difference between mutually
beneficial programs and
those that create the impression that the U.S. is
powerful and can do what it
wants in Iraq.
I speculated the massive
U.S. embassy being built in
Baghdad would be pillaged
by angry Iraqis blaming
the U.S. for destroying their
country. In a follow-up article, I suggested that as a
goodwill gesture, the embassy be converted into a
university staffed primarily by volunteers from the
Iraqi expatriates community in the U.S. The
conversion of the embassy
into a university surely
would not cost a large
portion of the embassy’s
current $6 billion budget.
Such an institution, filling
much of the compound’s
soon-to-be-vacated space,
would serve the U.S. interest much better than boots
on the ground (or in safe
houses). U.S. policy in Iraq
is in need of a wholesale
change –– not a ramping up
of covert operations and
certainly not in urban centers. All of the ingredients
of Arab awakening are alive
and well in Iraq. U.S. policy
needs to realize this and
build on it, not implement
policies that denigrate Iraqi
aspirations, hopes and
autonomy.

COLUMN

Use it while you have it: Water
scarcity is an issue on the horizon
BY MICHAEL McATEER
THE PARTHENON

By nearly every standard
of living, Americans have it
better than any generation
that has come before us.
From education and healthcare to transportation and
crime rates, we don’t have
it too bad at all. But, we
should not become complacent and assume it will
always be this way. Even in
West Virginia, a rural state
with high rates of poverty,
we still have access to clean
drinking water, if nothing
else. Imagine that were not
the case, even in rural West
Virginia. It might be a more
real possibility than what
we like to think.
According to the World
Health Organization, we
are facing a water shortage like the world has never
seen and not just in developing countries like India,
China and Brazil.
“Water scarcity affects
one in three people on every continent of the globe.”
Think about that. The
WHO is saying that one
in three people on every
continent does not have
adequate access to water.
That means the continent of
Africa is affected, as well as
South America. But North

America is affected, too.
What is the reason for this?
According to the WHO, it
is quite simple –– we are using more water then we can
replenish and restore annually. According to the World
Water Council, “While the
world’s population tripled
in the 20th century, the
use of renewable water resources has grown six-fold.
Within the next 50 years,
the world population will
increase by another 40 to
50 percent. This population
growth –– coupled with
industrialization and urbanization –– will result in
an increasing demand for
water and will have serious consequences on the
environment.”
That is a pretty scary
thought. Water is an essential element of life. Without
potable drinking water we
could not survive or remain
as healthy and productive as
we are today. Furthermore, I
do not know how Americans
would feel about having
to cut back on our existing water supply or having
to pay more for the water
services which we already
have in place. According to
National Public Radio interview with author Charles
Fishman, a journalist who
has wrote extensively on the
subject of water scarcity,
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“the typical American uses
99 gallons of water a day
for activities like washing
clothes, bathing, toiletflushing and cooking,”
Fishman said. “But that
amount doesn’t even come
close to the amount of water used on a daily basis by
electrical power plants.”
In some circles, it is being thought we have not
seen wars like the ones
that we will see in the
future concerning water. Right now, wealthy
Americans and American
corporations are buying
up water rights in areas
of the Amazon in anticipation of a coming time
when potable water might
become worth its weight
in gold, and I believe it.
Documentaries like “Blue
Gold” and journalistic
programs like “Frontline”
(PBS) are predicting a
calamity.
There are more of us
(people) and less of it
(water) to go around,
someone is going to lose
out. Fishman, in his book,
“The Big Thirst” suggests
we have no real respect for
water and what the consequences might be if we do
not regard it appropriately.
“We will not, going
forward, have water that
has all three of those

qualities at the same time:
Unlimited, unthinkingly
inexpensive and safe…
our flat-screen TV has a
little hidden water spigot
running to it,” Fishman
said. “We use 10 gallons
of water an hour, every
hour of every day just
to power our computers
and our refrigerators and
our washing machines at
home.”
What is the solution?
Unfortunately, we are
fresh out of easy answers. As the world’s
resources continue to be
commodified, bundled,
batched and distributed
to the highest bidder, it
is pretty clear that the
United States will not be
hit hardest or first, but
that cannot last forever. As
industry uses more of our
water to power our way of
life –– think agricultural
(vegetables, fruits, cattle
and chickens), energy (oil,
natural gas, coal and hydroelectric), that means that
there is just that much less
water –– drinkable water
for the rest of us. We need
to start being smarter with
our water resources today if we expect to have it
tomorrow.
Michael McAteer can
be contacted at mcateer@
marshall.edu.
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Study shows students drink more while studying abroad
BY STEPHANIE EHRLER

THE ARKANSAS TRAVELER, U.
ARKANSAS VIA UWIRE
In college, students have almost unlimited possibilities
and freedoms as they break
away from adolescence and
become adults while gaining
their degree, but those under the age of 21 still cannot
legally drink alcohol in the
United States. Many students
enhance their learning experience by studying abroad,
which increases wisdom
and also provides underage
students the opportunity to
drink legally.
Students who are under
the age of 21 almost triple
their drinking habits while
studying abroad, according
to a study done by University
of Washington.
“I did take advantage of
the lower drinking age, but
not as much the nightlife,”
said Keely Dye, a University
of Arkansas senior majoring
in international relations,
European studies and economics. “A lot of the drinking
that took place within my
study abroad experience
was with my homestay family. They would have wine or
spirits at almost every dinner and any celebrations I
was a part of.”

Most countries have lower
drinking ages than the U.S.,
which cause students to become more attracted to the
party life abroad.
“I definitely think other
students took advantage
of being able to go out and
drink, legally,” said Jessica
Hawley, a University of Arkansas senior majoring in
Spanish. “That was the most
popular thing to do for the
majority of the students in
the program.”
Studying abroad is a great
opportunity for students to
gain experience with other
cultures while gaining credits toward their degree, but
often students are distracted
from this goal from overseas
nightlife.
“My observation is that
students do take advantage
of the lower drinking age,
not necessarily with the
intention of abusing the privilege, but in part to enjoy the
freedom,” said DeDe Long,
director of Study Abroad
and International Exchange.
“Learning how to drink responsibly is so important.”
While many underage students drink in the U.S., the
University of Washington
found that those who increased their drinking levels
abroad still continued their

excessive drinking when
they returned home.
“Once you do start drinking, it is easier to continue
doing so once you go back
home,” Hawley said.
The U.S. is one of only five
countries in the world to
have the legal age set at 21.
A factor that causes students to drink more while
abroad is the convenience.
“The major appeal of the
nightlife is living in an area
with public transportation.
You have a set way to get
home without any worry
of drunk driving,” Dye
said. “You also are in a program with students in the
same situation as yourself:
Away from home, more relaxed academic schedule
and more accessible nightlife with almost no age
restrictions.”
The
University
of
Washington
researchers
discovered studying abroad
in Australia, New Zealand
and European countries
caused students to drink
more heavily than those
who studied in Asian, African, Latin American and
Middle Eastern countries.
“Students need to take responsibility for themselves
abroad just like they do when
they participate in college life

UWIRE

here in Fayetteville,” Long
said. “If they get caught up
in drinking here, they are going to have to be extremely
careful not to mimic that
behavior in another country,
where access may be much
easier.”
Studying abroad allows
the student to learn new
perspectives from being
in a foreign country, but if
drinking becomes too much
of a distraction, the chance
of a lifetime can become
threatened.
The
cornerstone
of

studying abroad is to acquire
knowledge not already found
in the U.S. and the opportunity can benefit the future of
the student.
“Study abroad is a significant investment of time and
money,” Long said. “What a
waste it would be to throw
such a great learning experience away by finding
yourself without money or a
passport, or on a plane home
after an accident caused by
poor judgment.”
Some students already
find normal college life to

be distracting enough and
factoring in the culture and
exciting night life of a foreign country may lead them
to stray away from the aspiration of studying abroad.
“I would tell students
who are apprehensive about
studying abroad that they
should not worry,” Hawley
said. “The partying scene
wasn’t for me, and I had a
very enjoyable time abroad
without partying. I think you
can have an enjoyable time
anywhere, without having to
drink or hang out at clubs.”

Cities using bird recordings to reduce crime
BY CONNOR CASEY

THE MANEATER, U. MISSOURI VIA
UWIRE
An experiment in Lancaster, Calif., has found
some unexpected results
when it comes to the sound
of chirping birds and crime
prevention.
After purchasing sound
bytes of various songbirds
from a sound consultant
in London and combing
them with soothing music,
Lancaster Mayor R. Rex
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schedule.”
“Most people who have
been infected with this virus
are unaware, and there is no
test to diagnose HPV at this
point in time,” Conaway said.

OTTER
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large predators is healthy for
any ecosystem, and that more
research is needed before clear
conclusions can be drawn.
“It could be just a few individuals, or a few species,”
Block said. “The neighborhood is rich in species. We
need to keep in mind it’s a
wild place out here.”
In recent years, scientists
have struggled to explain why
California sea otters, hunted
to near extinction a century
ago, have rebounded, but only
slowly. The most recent count,
in 2010, estimated 2,711 otters
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but after they started doing
more dress rehearsals and
stuff like that she was thinking “OK I got this.”
Kaila Thompson, sophomore sports management and
marketing major at Marshall
University, said at first she

Par ris had the recording
play from speakers placed
along the main streets of
Lancaster.
Crime rates in the city
have dropped significantly
since the bird recordings began their song. Minor crime
has fallen 15 percent and major crimes have decreased 6
percent, according to the Los
Angeles County Sheriff ’s
Department.
The recording has been
calming the people of Lancaster, Parris said, making

them less inclined to act
criminally.
“We’re not seeing that impulse-control crime,” Parris
said in an interview with
the Wall Street Journal. “It
has just been astonishing to
us how the community has
changed as a result of a onehalf-mile stretch.”
Eileen Bjornstrom, a University of Missouri associate
professor of sociology, did
not rule out the possibility
of the chirping having some
affect, but she said there

could be other reasons for
the trend in Lancaster.
“Crime has been declining
in many places for a while
now, including Lancaster.”
Bjornstrom said. “If they
were already experiencing
a decline, the continued decline may have continued
regardless of the chirping.
This is not to say there is no
value in the chirping. If people like it, then it probably
does no harm, and it may
put those who enjoy it in a
better mood, but that is an

issue that is separate from
whether it reduces crime or
not.”
Columbia, Mo., has been
following the nationwide
pattern. Since 2009, there has
been a drop in larceny theft
throughout the city.
While Bjornstrom had
never heard of any studies that connected pleasant
sounds to criminal tendencies, she did know of a few
who discussed the effects of
unpleasant sounds.
“Persistent unpleasant

neighborhood noise has
been related to health
because it can be stressful,” she said, referencing
car horns, police sirens
or gunshots. “Excessive
unpleasant noise may
tend to occur in the same
places as crime, but it
would likely be because
the areas that do not have
strong informal social
control are less able to
control both crime and excessive noise, not because
noise causes crime.”

donations
or
offering
their time.
Hensley said this is
an important event for

Marshall donors because
they are shown gratitude.
“It’s
lighthearted,
but
the subject matter is very

serious,” Hensley said. “How
important it is to this university to have people who give of
their time and their money to

make what we do possible? We
absolutely could not function
if we didn’t have that kind of
friendship and support from

people in the community.”
Brittanee Barton can be
contacted at barton35@
marshall.edu.

“If the HPV vaccine is
given before having initial
sexual contact and have been
exposed to the virus, they are
almost 100 percent effective
for preventing the transmission of those viruses that
cause cervical cancer, some
head and neck cancers and

genital warts,” Barringer
said.
“Students should also
have an annual flu vaccination,” Barringer said. “The
flu virus can replicate so well
and changes every year, and
that is why a new vaccine is
brought out each year.”

The Cabell-Huntington Health
Department offers walk-in clinics on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday each week to those interested in receiving vaccines and
immunizations.
Molly Urian can be contacted at urian@marshall.
edu.

off the California coast, a decrease of 3.6 percent from the
year before.
Marine biologists have cited
diseases like toxoplasmosis,
believed to be related to polluted runoff from land, as
factors. Before, sharks were
considered a minor threat.
A decade ago most shark attacks occurred on male otters,
which are more numerous
near the northern boundary
of the otter range near Ano
Nuevo State Park in San Mateo County.
But more recently, the number of female otters, more
dominant in the southern part
of the range, killed by sharks

has soared. Each female can
give birth to eight or more
pups, so the trend is particularly troubling.
One major change: the
abundance of elephant seals.
Until 1990, the large mammals were rare along the
coast in San Luis Obispo or
Santa Barbara counties. But
that year, two dozen came
ashore at Piedras Blancas,
near Hearst Castle. Now
there are more than 15,000.
A small number of white
sharks, perhaps juveniles,
could be coming into the area
to feed on young elephant
seals and end up killing otters as well, Tinker said.

Had the rate of shark attacks remained where it was
a decade ago, there would be
roughly 500 more California sea otters now — about
3,250, according to his computer models. That would
be enough to reach the 3,090
population target to remove
the otter from the federally
endangered-species list.
In the 1990s, Tinker and
other biologists published
studies showing orca whales
in Southern Alaska were beginning to feed on otters there.
Since then, the otter population in Southern Alaska has
fallen from 80,000 to about
5,000.

didn’t know if she would really
like the play but really started to
get into it.
“It ended up being really good, I wasn’t sure if
I would like it at first but it
had a really good story and
I ended up really getting into
it,” Thompson said. “There
were some dramatic moments in the show where I

really wanted to know what
would happen next.”
Goodwin said she hopes
the audience liked it and
they have received a lot of
complements since the show
started.
“I feel like sometimes they’re
(the audience) not totally sure
what they should do, I’ve heard
a lot of nervous laughs like

they’re not sure if they’re supposed to laugh at funny parts or
not because the rest of the show
is so intense,” Goodwin said. “I
do think most of them really enjoyed it.”
Performances of “Proof” will
continue Feb. 23-25.
Keyaira McCauley can be
contacted at mccauley12@
marshall.edu.
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Pulling back the curtain
Pulitzer Prize-winning
drama at Marshall
BY KEYAIRA MCCAULEY
THE PARTHENON

Students have the opportunity to see the fears
brought on by the possibility
of a mental illness in the Pulitzer Prize-winning drama
“Proof.”
“Proof ” is a drama about
a young woman struggling
with the fact that she may
have inherited her father’s
genius, as well as his mental
illness. The play is presented
by the Marshall University
Theatre Alliance at 8 p.m.
Feb. 15-18 and Feb. 23-25 at
the at the Francis-Booth Experimental Theatre in the
Joan C. Edwards Playhouse.
According to College of
Fine Arts website, “Proof ”
is about a young woman
named Catherine who sacrificed her education in order
to care for her aging father, a
brilliant but unstable mathematician. The arrival of
an unexpected visitor forces
her to confront the troubling
question: How much of her
father’s madness, or genius,
will she inherit?
Adrienne Goodwin, who
plays Catherine, said preparing for the role did not

take as long as learning the
lines did.
“My personality in real
life is sometimes very similar to the way Catherine is ,”
Goodwin said. “So preparing for that part emotionally
and mentally really only
took a couple of weeks. It
was learning all the lines
that took a little longer, that
took most of the rehearsal
period.”
John
Colclough
(Jack
Cirillo) said the FrancesBooth Experimental Theatre
is a great place for a show
like “Proof.”
“This space offers a very
intimate relationship between audience and the
performer,” Colclough said.
Goodwin said it is exciting being on stage but also a
little nerve-wracking.
“I’ve never worked in a
space where the audience
was this close to you,” Goodwin said. “So I think that’s
the part that makes me the
most nervous because people are literally feet away
from you.”
Goodwin said she was nervous towards the beginning
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TOP: Adrienne Goodwin (left) and Shelby Brewster (right) play roles
in “Proof,” a Pulitzer Prize-winning drama depicted by the Marshall
University Theatre Alliance.
BOTTOM: The performance was presented at the Francis-Booth
Experimental Theatre in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse from Feb.
15-18. The performances will resume at 8 p.m. Feb. 23.
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